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Romans 8 part 2–8:16-27 
 

1. How does the “Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children 
of God”? 

2. According to verse 17, since we are God’s children, then we are also His ___? 
3. If we are God’s heirs, then we are joint heirs with ____? 
4. In verse 17, what kind of statement is “if so be”? 
5. If “if so be” is a conditional statement, then what is the condition and what is the 

result of meeting the condition? 
6. Am I saying that we have to do something beyond believing to be saved? 
7. Why then is there a condition placed on being “glorified together”? 
8.   What does it mean to “suffer with him” (Christ)? 
9.   According to verse 18, should we expect to “suffer”? 
10. How are we taught to look at the sufferings of this present time compared to the 
glory which shall be revealed in us? 
11. What is it that “the creature” is waiting for the manifestation of? 
12. Who are “the sons of God”? 
13. What is “the creature” 
14. What is a synonym for “earnest expectation”? 
15. Why is “the creature” waiting for the “manifestation of the sons of God”? 
16. Who “groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now”? 
17. Who is it the groans with themselves in verse 23? 
18. What does it mean that we have “the first fruits of the Spirit”? 
19. What is “the adoption”? 
20. What is it that we are “saved” from? 
21. What is it that we are saved by (in the context)? 
22. In verse 26, what is it that we naturally don’t know? 
23. Who is it that has “groanings which cannot be uttered”? 
24. Why are we unable to utter our groanings? 
25. How does the “Spirit itself maketh intercession for us”? 
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1. through the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit (see 1 Cor. 2:9-16).  As we read the 

scriptures, it is God, the Holy Spirit, bearing witness to the truth of our identity as 
the “children of God”.   

2. Heirs.  Remember, back in chapter 4, when we learned about the promise of 
inheritance that we have been made partakers of.  Only an heir gets an inheritance.  

3. Christ.  As God’s Son, he is the “heir of all things” and as “God’s children” we are 
“joint heirs with Christ”.  

4. It is a conditional statement. 
5. The condition is “suffer with him” (Christ) and the result of meeting the condition is 

“that we may be also glorified together”.   This concept is just introduced in the 
Epistle to the Romans but is expanded upon through the rest of the Pauline 
Epistles.   

6. No. Romans 1-5 established the doctrine of Justification by faith alone without 
works. 

7. Because the doctrine of being “glorified together” has to do with rewards in glory 
after we leave this world.  The issue of rewards is a conditional issue.  Not every 
believer will “reign with Christ” (2 Timothy 2:10-13). The reward is work based 
(1Cor.3:5-15; 1Cor.9:14-27; Col.2:18) 

8. This hearkens back to the issue of Christ dwelling in us (Eph.3:17;Col.3:16) and 
Christ being formed in us (Gal.4:19) through the doctrine (the truths received from 
the scriptures).  It is only when Christ’s mind is formed in us that His life is 
manifested in the sufferings that we encounter (2Cor.4:6-12, especially vs.10-11).  
We will all suffering, but not all of us will “suffer with him”. 

9. Yes. 
10. It is not worthy to be compared.  The glory that shall be revealed in us is so much 

greater that the sufferings of this present time.  It is like comparing the weight of a 
feather to the weight of an elephant—no comparison. 

11. The sons of God. 
12. In the context of the passage, we are (verse14). As a side note, the angels are often 

referred to as “the sons of God” also (Gen.6:2-4; Job 1:6;2:1; Job 38:7) 
13. The heavenly host (Romans 1:25; Dt.4:15-19) 
14. Hope.  Biblical hope is not just wishful thinking but a confident expectation of what 

God has promised. 
15. Verses 20-21—Because “the creature was made subject to vanity”. The creature is 

not functioning the way it was supposed to function due to the rebellion against 
God.  It is waiting for the day when the new “sons of God” will be managing and 
ruling it.  Then it will no longer be subject to vanity. It will be “delivered from the 
bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God”  The 
creature is awaiting the day when it is under new management. 

16. The “whole creation”.  All of creation is not function as it was meant to function.  It 
is due to rebellion against God (Gen.3).  Why does bad things happen to people? 
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Because they are part of the “whole creation” that is groaning and travailing due to 
the curse which is due to the rebellion against God.  

17. Believers 
18. The first fruits were the first part of the harvest, not the whole harvest, so the Holy 

Spirit that resides in us is only the first part of what is to come. It is the down 
payment.  We have the Spirit of adoption but we have not received the adoption as 
of yet.  

19. “The redemption of our body.” 
20. Saved simply means “delivered”. So the context determines what it is that one is 

saved from.  In the context of Romans 8, we are saved from the effects of suffering 
as part of the “whole creation” that is partaking of the “bondage of corruption”. 

21. Hope.  It is the hope of our glorious future that awaits us that saves us from the 
despair and the effects of tribulation in this life. 

22. What we should pray for “as we ought”. 
23. You and I.  We are told in verse 23 that we “groan within ourselves”.   
24. Because verse 26 tells us that “we know not what we should pray for as we ought”.  

(Read David Busch’s book More than a Conqueror for a more in-depth look at this 
subject and the rest of Romans 8).  

25. By giving us the scriptures to have our minds renewed with so that we will know 
what to pray for “as we ought” according to the “will of God”.  (1Cor. 2:8-16).  
When we believe the gospel, God justifies us and sanctifies us (positionally), but we 
still think like every other gentile—according to darkened understanding.  It takes a 
renewing process to think like God.  New believers (and many long time believers) 
don’t know what to pray for “as they ought” because they have not been properly 
established by God through the scriptures.  I can talk to my heavenly Father about 
anything but there is godly prayer and ungodly prayer.  As a father myself, my son’s 
talk to me about all kinds of things, it doesn’t mean it is an intelligent conversation.  
It is our job as parents to equip our children to be able to think and communicate 
intelligibly.  We need to be established so that we pray “as we ought” according to 
“the will of God”. 

 


